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Theology of Mission 6666666

iXs theologi" of nassion is in its Messages "that Ood was
^ Christ reconciling the world unto Himself.. His full revelation (is)
in Jesus Urrist, His Son our Lord.. He alone is adequate for the viorld*s
neea.. in,e see and readily recognize in (noiwGhiistlan religions), .values
of deep religious experiences and great moral, achievements. T^iTwe are
bold enougn to call men out from them to the feet of Christ.... We see
gltmpies of 'dod*s light in the i-mrld of religions.. Yet we believe that
all religious insights ana exnerience have to be fully tested before God
in Christ; and we see that this is true within as well as outside the
Christian church,.” (The Madras Series, Ai’thorit.v of the Faith, vol. 1.
pp. 18^185)

^

W|

What then do we learn from Madras? theology of mission for
the horld of today cannot afford to be quite so tolenantly uncritical
as Jerusalem. Uo live in the more realistic world of Kadi-as, a world
which Knows demonic aishaxniiony, and man*s sin, and God's .judgment on
mitruth. lAit like the delegates at Madras, we too confess that God's
JudgDient fai:..s not only on tne non-Christian systems. It falls on us.
The Christian arid the Church sismi mist stand with all the world before
the judgment seat ox Christ,



Theology of lassxon - 5 5 55555

the ohuroh's theology of rnission has nothing to say about the
oonsuming hunger of two- thirds of the TOrld*s p^plo, about poverty, and
social justlo^ if it has no rei^ance to the' felt neeis of tfeo wrld's
pooples, it i^not U>^^ii0ology"^ Jesus JhriL-t i:ho fed th^- multitudes.
The ^riotirn can rs> longei' say, '|our mission \s_Ja3 , witness-,—no^t to feed,"
hicMlas Berdyaev answers for the'iThole church whsn he saye, "Bread for
myself is a /ohvaiQAl hut brAaH i'nr mu*- for everyonOwiS

of rd^sion will need moi'e tliai* evang^ical.

r

/
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